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In Jean Halley’s (2005) self-labeled autoethnographical piece, Ranch Style: A History Told in Carpets, she examines her own life and shares a glimpse of herself by weaving her story through the in the carpets of her childhood. The researcher purpose is multifaceted. Through writing her story, she is putting words – concrete; black and white – to her early memories – nebulous; dark and gray. She is giving voice to that small child, exploring the way of the world much as she explored the patterns of her lush, cream carpet. She is giving us a human face for experiences relating to gender, family, class, abuse, etcetera; issues we may hear about everyday but of which we have little knowledge or understanding. By telling her story, she is creating an understanding of herself for herself; and by sharing her story, she is creating an understanding of the experience of childhood trauma, in its concreteness and its nebulousness, for others.
As is all qualitative research, Halley’s (2005) piece is framed by the five philosophical assumptions of ontological, epistemological, axiological, rhetorical, and methodological. Under the umbrella of ontological issues, in this research multiple realities exists a) as she writes about her story as the researcher, b) as she remembers her story as an adult, c) as she remembers her story as the child she remembers being, and d) as we perceive her story as the reader. The author does not feel the need to attempt to distinguish these parallel realities because they are as separately valid (and real) as they are when indiscernibly woven together. 
The epistemological assumption underlying this piece is that the researcher is the researched, with all the closeness and distance we all have to our own stories, experiences and past. In regards to the axiological assumptions, due to the autobiographical aspect of this piece, the research cannot but be value laden but that is precisely why it is so valuable, powerful and moving. The rhetorical assumption of qualitative research posits that research may be written in first-person, rich in metaphors, and told through personal and literary narratives. However, this particular piece has no need for terms such as credibility, dependability, and confirmability due to its autobiographical nature. The reader understands that this is her story and her reality, not the only story or the only reality.  
The methodological assumptions underlying this bit of qualitative research may be a bit different due to its autobiographical quality; however it is still an inductive process for the researcher who begins with her data (i.e. her experiences, her memories) rather than a hypothesis. In this case though, the reader is left to create her own theories and her own meaning of the “findings.” Theoretical (Conceptual Framework) 

Postmodernism – “The basic concept is that knowledge claims must be set within he conditions of the world today and in the multiple perspectives of class, race, gender, and other group affiliations” (Creswell, 1998, p. 79) framed by feminist theory of patriarchy and marginalization.
Data Collection Methods and Sampling Procedures, Data Analysis Methods, Findings/Conclusions

An artistic , autobiographical Life History – because, although hardly “the full length book’s account of one person’s life” (Creswell, 1998, p. 49) in telling her story she cannot help but reflect cultural, societal, and personal themes Interpretive, not chronological, looks at life experiences, epiphanies, somewhat narratively – 
The carpet went with you everywhere. You could not leave it behind unless you rushed into the bathroom, where the floor was cheap plastic tile, and quickly, quickly, shut the door. Although, even in the bathroom you could see the carpet reaching, pushing yarn like fingers under the door, following, following you still. (Halley, 2005, p. 516)

 Like an ethnography – “the narratives are written in a literary, almost storytelling approach, an approach that may limit the audience for the work and may be challenging for authors accustomed to traditional approaches to writing social and human science research” (Creswell, 1998, p. 61).  
Personal Reactions, Critique

Understanding of the relevant readings so far covered in class

A critical engagement with the ideas presented

Clear organization and structure, fluent, and accurate writing
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