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Research Problem

The purpose of this study is to identify the factors that enabled low to average academic achieving students in Urban High Schools in a midsouthern city to graduate from a four-year college. Two students will be interviewed, one from a low academic achievement and one from average academic achievement. Low achieving students will be defined as those having a grade point average between 1.5 and 2.0. Average achieving students will be defined as those having a grade point average between a 2.1 and a 2.5. Two research questions that will be addressed in this study include: 1. How do students describe their experiences that affected their decision to enroll in college? 2. How do students who complete college identify the contributing factors for their success?
Rationale


Extensive research has been done that indicates that high school academic achievement is a strong predictor in determining if students will successfully complete a four year degree (Braxton, Duster, & Pascarella, 1988; Pascarella & Chapman, 1983; Pascarella & Terenzini, 1980; Evans, 2000). This would seem to indicate that if a student does not have high academic achievement in high school they will not succeed in obtaining a four year college degree. 

However, other studies have shown that the level of self-esteem, locus of control and self efficacy are predictors that may determine if students will persist and attain a college degree (Bandura, 1997; Multon, Brown and Lent, 1991; Sisney, Strickler, Tyler, Wilhoit, Duke and Nowicki, 2000). Finn and Rock (1997) found that students in low socio economic status (SES) minority groups that had higher the self-esteem and internal locus of control were more resilient (academically successful high school students) than non-resilient individual in the same SES group. It was found that internal locus of control was shown to be a determinant of success when other predictors of attrition such as ethnicity, nontraditional family structure, lack of parent education and low income were present (Gifford, Briceno-Perriott, and Mianzo 2006). 

Terry Ishitani (2006) studied attrition and degree completion behavior among first-generation college students in the United States. He looked at high school class ranks and high school academic intensity. He found that students who were continuously enrolled were 11 times more likely to graduate within 4 years. He stated that it had the strongest impact on time to degree behavior.

Another study identified problem solving skills and leadership ability as primary identifiers in successful outcomes in underrepresented underachieving minorities in a gifted program (Clasen, 2006). These students were admitted into a gifted program by a nontraditional admission standard. They stated that these would also be a indicators of success for regular students as well.

It seems logical to determine the factors that contribute to student’s academic success in obtaining a four year degree even when their grades were low or average in high school. I question whether these same factors: internal locus of control, self-esteem and self efficacy are at work when a student decides to take seriously their career options and pursue a college education in spite of their high school grades. I hope to add to the literature the voices of those that have succeeded in spite of what research says regarding high grade point averages are one of the main predictors for success completing college.

Subjectivities

I have three personal reasons for pursuing this research question. My son was and average student, although by choice, he made average grades. My nephew was a low achieving student and has not found a way to reach his career goals. Lastly I have a desire to help people reach their personal goals. Finding out what factors helped these type of students may help me help others before they reach the stage that my son and nephew reached. 

My son was not a high achiever in high school. We know that my son had the aptitude and skills to achieve a high grade point average, but he lacked the motivation to show what he knew. Although my husband and I did everything to give my son the advantages of a good education and extra help and support, he continually rejected the help given. So as I talk to people that were not the best students in high school and have obtained a college degree, I hope that something will help my son find his way back to college. He went for two semesters but did not remain. 

Another reason is that I have a nephew that did not do well in high school and is still trying to find his way for a career. He is 23 years old and just got his first permanent job. He talks about going to school, but has not activity taken the steps necessary to get enrolled in college. 

I have the optimist view that everyone if given the right information can be successful and have a productive career. I have been a teacher, assistant principal and a principal. I have seen the unfortunate counseling that is taken place in the school system. Many average students are ignored and not given information that can assist them I obtain a postsecondary education.


My education and experience has afforded me a great deal of experience. I have met several people that have beaten the odds. Some have not had great grades in high school and have obtained a bachelor’s degree and higher. When I was in undergraduate school a student talked about the fact that she was a F student in high school and that she shouldn’t be in college. But she spoke about the fact that she was an honor’s student at our university and had even been selected as the Queen for the University. When I worked in corporate America, I had a coworker that talked about not even considering college as an option, but his girlfriend told him he should apply to enroll at the last minute and he decided to go to school with her. He graduated and is a system’s programmer for a company in Chattanooga. There are so many success stories that have not been researched and the voices have not been heard. What experiences them to motivate these students to enroll, and graduate from college despite their high school low academic success?


I hope to find factors that can be included in an early intervention program that I am currently directing. If there as a theme that can be found to help the students I would like to determine if it can be implemented in a proactive way to help students before they reach high school. 
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