FORM A

Research Involving Human Subjects

Certification for Exemption from Review by the Institutional Review Board (IRB)

Texas A & M University-Corpus Christi

IRB # _____________________________________________________________

A, B, C.  Principle Investigators, Information

Kakali Bhattacharya, Ph.D. Educational Administration & Research

FC 224

6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5818

Corpus Christi, TX 78412-5818

Email: Kakali.Bhattacharya@tamucc.edu
This is a request for class IRB for the Special Topics Course EDLD 6323 (will be in the catalogue for Fall 2009 as EDLD 6385) titled, “Advanced Data Analysis in Qualitative Methods” where the students will interview and collect non-invasive observation data under my supervision to learn about conducting data collection and analysis. The research projects chosen by the students will be conducted with exempt population and therefore will NOT INCLUDE:

· pregnant women, fetuses, or prisoners
· survey or interview procedures with children
· observation of children in settings where the investigator(s) will participate in the activities being observed
· audiotape or videotape of any information that will be potentially harmful to the participant if released or disclosed. However, information recorded will only be released with appropriate levels of confidentiality of identity, specificity of events and people involved, and above all released information at no time will contain any information that may appear to have obtained through invasive measures.
· sensitive data (e.g. illegal activities, or sensitive themes such as sexual orientation, sexual behavior, undesirable work behavior, or other data that may be painful or very embarrassing to reveal, such as death of family member, memories of physical abuse
· any other potentially harmful material that would compromise informed consent with non-vulnerable adult population.
D.  Title of Project:  EDLD 6323 (to be listed in Fall 2009 Catalog as EDLD 6385) Qualitative Research Methods Class Project
E.  External Funding:
None
F.  Grant Submission Deadline:  None
G.  Starting Date: Second month of each semester. 


H.  Estimated Completion Date: Final week of each semester.
I.  Research Project 

1.  Objectives of Project. 
In this class project students will combine multiple interviews and observations to apply qualitative analysis technique. The pre-requisite for this class is EDLD 6384 (Qualitative Research Methods), where students learned how to conduct qualitative interviews. In this class, students expand on their previous knowledge, learn how to use multiple data sources, and apply various analytical frameworks on data collected through multiple sources. 

Therefore, in this class project, students will interview adults for an hour based on the topic of their research interest to learn qualitative interviewing skills. Students will also conduct non-invasive observations in order to learn the process of conducting observations. Students will combine data collected through interviews and observations to practice various forms of data analysis in class under the supervision of Dr. Kakali Bhattacharya. 
2.  Subjects. 
Non-vulnerable adult population who are willing to discuss some of their experiences for an hour-long interview. Students from the class will most likely interview and observe teachers, school administrators, principals, or in some cases parents of students. Thus, these participants will be Adults who are at least over 18 years old, who volunteered to participate through signing an informed consent with the interviewer and who would be assured confidentiality. Method of recruitment would include word of mouth or familiarity with the interviewer. 
3.  Methods or Procedures. 
Students in this class will approach a participant of their interest, describe the nature of the project, assure confidentiality and answer any questions the participant might have. Then if the participant agrees, the student will ensure that the participant understands and signs a consent form. The interview would be audio-and/or video-taped and transcribed. Students will safely store the interview tape in a locked space and destroy within a year from the project. Students will seek permission from the participant for non-invasive observations. Students may choose to conduct observations in a public space for which they may or may not have to seek permission. When conducting observations, students will only observe adults who have given them informed consent. No observations of minors or vulnerable population will be allowed. Students will also seek any other relevant permission if necessary within the context of their observation. Students will seek permission to either take notes during observation or video-tape observation based on the shared agreement with the participant.

Students will include in the consent form that the data maybe used for publication and conference presentation purposes and that the participants are free to opt out of the project at any time. Students will seek their own individual IRB if they want to use the data for publications and presentations.
4.  Category for exempt research
Depending on the students’ projects, the categories of exempt research can be classified according to IRB Research Review Categories Section 7.12 subsections 1, 2, and 4. http://research.tamucc.edu/forms/categories.pdf
J.  Certification
Principal Investigator Kakali Bhattacharya 
Signature _________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Co-Principal Investigator______________________________________________________________
Signature __________________________________________Date: ___________________

