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Research Purpose
The purpose of this study is to explore the collaboration between three teachers and the Learning Media Specialist (LMS) on the instructional design of curriculum at South Park Elementary School. South Park Elementary School is a K-5 urban Title I Memphis City School (MCS), the largest school system in Tennessee. According to Information Power, the national guidelines for library media programs, the LMS, in the role of instructional consultant to the teacher, is to collaborate with the teachers and to be part of the team that designs, develops, and implements instruction (McCracken, 2001). In this research, collaboration between teachers and the LMS means working together, in a joint effort, to meet the standards set by the school curriculum. Instructional design includes the development of the instructional materials, activities, and evaluation that ensures the quality of the instruction (Carey et al, 2005). The collaboration between the teachers and the LMS includes verbal and nonverbal modes.
There are three research questions for this study.  In what ways do teachers and the LMS collaborate on the instructional design of curriculum? How do the teachers describe the collaboration with the LMS on the instructional design of curriculum? How do the LMS describe the collaboration with the teachers on the instructional design of curriculum? These questions will be addressed in this research.
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