Understanding Various Paradigms
	Positivist
	Interpretivist
	Critical Theory
	Deconstructivist

	Reality is object and “found”

Truth is one

Discourse is structured and transparent, reflecting reality

What is true? What can we know? Knowing the world

Communicaton as transmission
	Reality is subjective and constructed

Truth is many

Discourse is dialogic and creates reality

What is heuristic? What can we understand? Understanding the world. Communication as transaction
	Reality is subjective and constructed on the basis of issues of power

Truth is many, and constitutes a system of socio-political power

Discourse is embedded in (and controlled by) rhetorical and political purpose

What is just? What can we do? Changing the world. Communication as decision-making
	Reality is ultimately unknowable; attempts to understand reality subvert themselves

“Truths” are socially constructed systems of signs which contain the seeds of their contradiction.

Discourse is by nature inseparable from its subject, and is radically contingent and vulnerable

Is there a truth? What constitutes truth? Critiquing the world. Communication as challenging the nature of communication
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