Thinking about your research project….
Which of the following are you MOST interested in examining:

________People’s perspectives about their experiences?
________The way people interact with one another and their sociocultural environments?
________The documents people create?

Methods
What data sources do you see yourself relying on most heavily?

________in-dept qualitative research interviews

________phenomenological interviews focused on AN experience

________focus group interviews

________participant observation

________document analysis

________conversional analysis

Design/Methodologies

If interviews are your choice of method, what is the purpose of the interviews?
________to understand the structure of AN experience? (Phenomenological study)

________to understand people’s perspectives on a particular set of experiences or involvement 
with an organization, group of people, profession, etc. (In-dept qualitative interview study)
________to talk with a small group of people to get a range of perspectives on a particular 
    experience, product, involvement with a project, etc. (Focus group study)

________to understand the narratives or stories people tell about their experiences (narrative 
    inquiry)

If participant observation is your primary choice, do you see yourself focused on cultural understandings of a group of people? Do you see yourself spending months in a cultural setting doing fieldwork? (Ethnography, typically in anthropology)
If participant observation is your primary choice, do you see yourself interested in the way people interact with one another in social settings for a purpose that is not focused on culture? (Participant observation field study or community study – typically in sociology)

If participant observation is your primary choice do you see yourself focused on people’s interactions, conversations, and/or discourse in a social setting? 

(Ethnomethodology/ conversation analysis)

Do you see yourself focused on ONE individual, organization, classroom, or project? 

(Case study)

Do you see yourself focused on an event in history or place within a particular time period? (Historical research – primarily document analysis)

Do you see yourself talking with people about their memories of the past? (life story, biography, oral history)

Do you see yourself as the focus of your research? (Autobiography, autoethnography)

Data analysis methods

In analyzing your data which of the following best describes your methods?

_________systematically coding, sorting, categorizing, building taxonomies, and constructing    

      themes from your data (inductive analysis)

_________if data is documents, systematically organizing and analyzing for patterns 
      (content analysis)

_________constructing a story or narrative from your data (narrative analysis)

_________conducting a phenomenological reduction to ascertain the structures and essence of 
      a particular experience.(phenomenological analysis)
_________selecting small portions of interactional data for close transcription and analysis 

      (conversation analysis)

Representation of your work

In writing up your project, which of the following best describes how you envision your final product?

_________structure based on the main themes of your study

_________structure based on the essence or structural aspects of a particular experience

_________a case study description

_________a poetic transcription

_________an article that contains reconstructed narratives

_________structures around a dramatic or other creative form of representation
_________other, explain:
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