Phenomenological research is….
· The explication of phenomena as they present themselves in the consciousness

· The study of essences

· The description of experimental meanings as we live them

· The human scientific study of a phenomena

· The attentive practice of thoughtfulness

· A search for what it means to be human

· A poeticizing activity

What phenomenological research is not …

· Does not seek generalizations

e.g. who did what? How many? To what extent? Under what conditions?

· Is not mere speculative inquiry in the sense of unworldly reflection

· Is neither mere particularity, nor sheer universality

· Does not problem solve (rather questions of meaning)

Methodology

· Aims at being presuppositionless (but never completely achieves this)

· The method of phenomenology is that there is no method

How does one approach the task?

· Turn to a phenomenon which seriously interests us and commits us to the world

· Investigate experience as we live it rather than as we conceptualize it

· Reflect on essential themes which characterize the phenomenon

· Describe the phenomenon through the art of writing and rewriting

· Maintain a strong and oriented pedagogical relation to the phenomenon

· Balance the research context by considering the parts and whole

