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Preliminary List of Codes, Categories, and Themes

Codes (Count = 219)
	1 Typical peer - with no disabilities
	2 Boys and 4 Girls
	5 Students with disabilities
	6 Students in the class

	Act like they have ants in their pants
	Ages 3 to 4 years old
	Aggression
	Aggressive students

	All 5 have some type of behavior disorder
	All 5 have speech/language delay
	Always moving around
	Always on the move

	Apologize to the other students
	Appropriate Behaviors
	Ask them if they want to play a certain instrument
	Ask them if they want to sing a certain song

	Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder - (ADHD)
	Attention-Seeking Behavior
	Autistic Characteristics
	Behavior management

	Being leader for the day
	Blurt out answers
	Calm down students
	Calming down and reconfirming anxious parents

	Can be very active
	Can sometimes get very aggressive
	Chasing after students
	Crying and noisy while singing songs and playing sticks

	Crying continuously
	Crying parents
	Dealing with behavior is an all day thing
	Deciding on Appropriate Intervention Strategies

	Difficulty listening
	Difficulty teaching
	Display repetitive body motions
	Disruptions to classroom routines

	Disruptions to daily schedule
	Disruptions to morning routine and circle-time
	Disruptions to student learning
	Disruptive student behavior

	Do another activity that they like less
	Do not even complete their assignments or assigned tasks
	Do not give students any attention
	Do not pay attention to details during activities

	Doing things that they do not want to do
	Done to prevent inappropriate behavior from happening
	Downs Syndrome - with Mental Retardation
	Easily distracted

	Emotional students
	Explain that displayed behavior is wrong
	Extinction
	Factoring in students' disabilities

	Falling out on the floor
	Favorite food items
	Favorite items
	Fidgety in their seat

	Fidgety in their seat during lessons


	First-time students straight from the home


	Forgetfulness
	Frustration for everyone

	Get the student back on track
	Get up from their seats and take off running around the room
	Give over excited responses to questions
	Gives you a big hug

	Go back to time-out if needed
	Go over to them and give them a hug
	Hand banging
	Hand flapping

	Handle safety issues
	Handling fits
	Handling Student anxiety
	Hard to make your way through and out of it

	Have difficulty waiting their turn
	Head banging
	Help from classroom assistant
	Hitting and kicking others

	Hyperactive
	Hyperactive / Overactive students
	Ignore the behavior
	Implemented after inappropriate behavior has happened

	Implementing behavior intervention strategies
	Impulsive
	In constant motion
	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with ADHD

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with All Three Behavior Disorders
	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with Autism
	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with Down Syndrome - (Mental Retardation)
	Inattentive students

	Inattentiveness
	Incentives
	Instantaneous head ticking
	Interruptions during activities

	Interventions differ based on the individual students
	Intrude on others during activities
	It just takes a little love
	Just cannot be still

	Just cannot be still most of the time
	Keep waving their hands to be called
	Kicking objects across the room
	Kicking their feet

	Leading them back to the table
	Leave an assigned area without permission
	Let students know what type of behavior is expected
	Let students model appropriate behavior

	Like to move around a lot
	Likes to ask questions all of the time
	Looking off during a lesson
	Losing and misplacing materials

	Lot of separation anxiety with the children
	Make careless mistakes on assignments
	Make students apologize when they say mean things
	Make students aware of inappropriate behavior

	Makeup of the Classroom
	Nervous and anxious parents
	Noise and crying causing chain reaction crying
	Noise sensitive students

	Noisy and active during activities
	Noisy often during lessons
	Noisy while engaging in activities and play
	Noisy, active, and wild in our classroom

	Not being able to sit still
	Not being able to watch television
	Not letting them participate in some of their favorite activities


	Not playing with favorite toy

	Often laugh out loud
	Often spend more time on redirecting the students than on teaching
	Overactive
	Overactiveness

	Pacifying strategies
	Pacifying student
	Pacifying them to get them quieted down
	Parent separation anxiety

	Parents anxious about leaving their child
	Parents anxious about their child's disability
	Parents model appropriate behavior
	Pre-k students special education classroom

	Proactive and reactive strategies also individualized for students
	Proactive Interventions
	Punishment
	Pushing others out of the way

	Reactive Interventions
	Redirect them back to um what we were doing
	Redirecting
	Refuse to follow instructions

	Refuse to obey commands
	Refuse to share with others
	Restless
	Restrain students from hurting others

	Restrain students from hurting themselves
	Rewards
	Rocking
	Run around excessively

	Running into walls
	Say mean things to others
	Scream and shout at others
	Screaming continuously

	Short Attention Spans
	Slamming objects together
	Sometimes make irritating noises
	Sometimes make other noises

	Spanking as been abolished from our school system
	Spend a lot of time establishing routines
	Spend a lot of time redirecting students
	Spend a lot time letting the students know what types of behaviors we expect

	Spend unscheduled time persuading parents to leave their child
	Stay in time-out one minute per student's age
	Stopping lessons to address behavior issues
	Stubborn students

	Stubbornness
	Students aggressive towards each other
	Students cannot act up or be disruptive to get their way
	Students crying continuously

	Students falling out on the floor
	Students getting up without permission
	Students in constant motion
	Students kicking objects

	Students refuse to follow instructions
	Students refuse to obey commands
	Students running around crying and screaming
	Students screaming continuously

	Students throwing things
	Students try to bite teacher
	Stumping their feet
	Swing and rotate their arms

	Swing their arms
	Talk excessively
	Teach them appropriate behavior
	Teacher and assistant called ugly names

	Teacher and assistant hit by students
	Teacher and assistant pushed by students
	Teacher Experiences Due to Students' Behavior Disorders
	Teacher models appropriate behavior

	Teaching students classroom rules, policies & procedures
	Tell them that everything is ok
	Telling a student to pay attention
	Things you do before behavior problems occur

	Throwing fits
	Throwing objects across the room
	Throwing things at others
	Time-out

	Token gifts
	Trouble concentrating
	Try to get them back focused
	Try to prevent aggressive behavior

	Types of Behavior Disorders of Students in the Classroom
	Understand expected behavior
	Use a mixture of proactive and uh reactive strategies
	Use differentiation and individualization

	Use incentives to get them to focus back on the activity
	Use Preschool Policy
	Very emotional
	Very loving at times

	Very noisy and active during playtime
	We never hit the students
	What works for one, does not work for all
	Will cry a lot

	You feel like you are in the mist of a storm
	Gotten up without permission
	Refuse to apologize to others
	


Categories (Count = 11)
	Makeup of the Classroom

	Types of Behavior Disorders of Students in the Classroom

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with ADHD

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with Autism

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with Down Syndrome - (Mental Retardation)

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with All Three Behavior Disorders

	Appropriate Behaviors

	Proactive Interventions

	Reactive Interventions

	Teacher Experiences Due to Students' Behavior Disorders

	Deciding on Appropriate Intervention Strategies


Grouping by Category
	Makeup of the Classroom
	Reactive Interventions

	Pre-k students special education classroom
	Implemented after inappropriate behavior has happened

	Ages 3 to 4 years old
	Make students aware of inappropriate behavior

	6 Students in the class
	Explain that displayed behavior is wrong

	2 Boys and 4 Girls
	Make students apologize when they say mean things

	1 Typical peer - with no disabilities
	Restrain students from hurting others

	5 Students with disabilities
	Restrain students from hurting themselves

	All 5 have speech/language delay
	Pacifying strategies

	All 5 have some type of behavior disorder Types of Behavior Disorders of Students in the Classroom
	Calm down students

	Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder - (ADHD)
	It just takes a little love

	Downs Syndrome - with Mental Retardation
	Pacifying them to get them quieted down

	Autistic Characteristics
	Go over to them and give them a hug

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with ADHD
	Tell them that everything is ok

	Hyperactive
	Rewards

	Overactive
	Incentives

	Fidgety in their seat
	Favorite items

	Restless
	Favorite food items

	In constant motion
	Being leader for the day

	Run around excessively
	Token gifts

	Talk excessively
	Ask them if they want to sing a certain song

	Give over excited responses to questions
	Ask them if they want to play a certain instrument

	Noisy while engaging in activities and play
	Use incentives to get them to focus back on the activity

	Leave an assigned area without permission
	Punishment

	Just cannot be still
	Spanking as been abolished from our school system

	Always on the move
	We never hit the students

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with Autism
	Use Preschool Policy

	Can be very active
	Time-out

	Display repetitive body motions
	Stay in time-out one minute per student's age

	Rocking
	Go back to time-out if needed

	Hand flapping
	Not being able to watch television

	Hand banging
	Not playing with favorite toy

	Head banging
	Not letting them participate in some of their favorite activities

	Instantaneous head ticking
	Do another activity that they like less

	Swing and rotate their arms
	Students cannot act up or be disruptive to get their way

	Sometimes make irritating noises
	Redirecting

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with Down Syndrome - (Mental Retardation)
	Try to get them back focused

	Impulsive
	Get the student back on track

	Often laugh out loud
	Redirect them back to um what we were doing

	Sometimes make other noises
	Leading them back to the table

	Blurt out answers
	Telling a student to pay attention

	Likes to ask questions all of the time
	

	Have difficulty waiting their turn
	Extinction

	Keep waving their hands to be called
	Ignore the behavior

	Intrude on others during activities
	Do not give students any attention

	Like to move around a lot
	Teacher Experiences Due to Students' Behavior Disorders

	Can sometimes get very aggressive
	Dealing with behavior is an all day thing

	Very emotional
	Noisy, active, and wild in our classroom

	Will cry a lot
	Students running around crying and screaming

	Inappropriate Behavior Associated with All Three Behavior Disorders
	You feel like you are in the mist of a storm

	Overactiveness
	Hard to make your way through and out of it

	Always moving around
	Disruptive student behavior

	Just cannot be still most of the time
	Hyperactive / Overactive students

	Act like they have ants in their pants
	Chasing after students

	Get up from their seats and take off running around the room
	Students in constant motion

	Not being able to sit still
	Noisy and active during activities

	Fidgety in their seat during lessons
	Students getting up without permission

	Very noisy and active during playtime
	Inattentive students

	Noisy often during lessons
	Spend a lot of time redirecting students

	Gotten up without permission
	Aggressive students

	Short Attention Spans
	Teacher and assistant hit by students

	Inattentiveness
	Teacher and assistant pushed by students

	Easily distracted
	Teacher and assistant called ugly names

	Trouble concentrating
	Students try to bite teacher

	Difficulty listening
	Students aggressive towards each other

	Looking off during a lesson
	Try to prevent aggressive behavior

	Forgetfulness
	Handle safety issues

	Losing and misplacing materials
	Stubborn students

	Do not pay attention to details during activities
	Students refuse to follow instructions

	Make careless mistakes on assignments
	Students refuse to obey commands

	Do not even complete their assignments or assigned tasks
	Handling fits

	Aggression
	Students crying continuously

	Hitting and kicking others
	Students screaming continuously

	Pushing others out of the way
	Students throwing things

	Throwing things at others
	Students kicking objects

	Scream and shout at others
	Students falling out on the floor

	Say mean things to others
	Emotional students

	Stubbornness
	Lot of separation anxiety with the children

	Refuse to apologize to others
	First-time students straight from the home

	Refuse to follow instructions
	Handling Student anxiety

	Refuse to obey commands
	Pacifying student

	Refuse to share with others
	Disruptions to daily schedule

	
	Disruptions to classroom routines

	Attention-Seeking Behavior
	Difficulty teaching

	Throwing fits
	Often spend more time on redirecting the students than on teaching

	Screaming continuously
	Stopping lessons to address behavior issues

	Crying continuously
	Interruptions during activities

	Swing their arms
	Disruptions to student learning

	Stumping their feet
	Parent separation anxiety

	Kicking their feet
	Nervous and anxious parents

	Kicking objects across the room
	Parents anxious about leaving their child

	Throwing objects across the room
	Parents anxious about their child's disability

	Running into walls
	Crying parents

	Falling out on the floor
	Calming down and reconfirming anxious parents

	Slamming objects together
	Calming down and reconfirming anxious parents

	Appropriate Behaviors
	Spend unscheduled time persuading parents to leave their child

	Apologize to the other students
	Disruptions to morning routine and circle-time

	Understand expected behavior
	Crying and noisy while singing songs and playing sticks

	Doing things that they do not want to do
	Noise sensitive students

	Very loving at times
	Noise and crying causing chain reaction crying

	Gives you a big hug
	Frustration for everyone

	Proactive Interventions
	Behavior management

	Done to prevent inappropriate behavior from happening
	Implementing behavior intervention strategies

	Things you do before behavior problems occur
	Factoring in students' disabilities

	Teaching students classroom rules, policies & procedures
	Spend a lot of time establishing routines

	Let students know what type of behavior is expected
	Spend a lot time letting the students know what types of behaviors we expect

	Teach them appropriate behavior
	Help from classroom assistant

	Teacher models appropriate behavior
	Deciding on Appropriate Intervention Strategies

	Let students model appropriate behavior
	Use differentiation and individualization

	Parents model appropriate behavior
	Interventions differ based on the individual students

	
	What works for one, does not work for all

	
	Use a mixture of proactive and reactive strategies

	
	Proactive and reactive strategies also individualized for students


Research Purpose and Questions
The purpose of this study is to explore ways in which two special education pre-k teachers, in a mid-southern urban town, use intervention strategies in their classroom to address issues related to behavior disorders.  Two research questions addressed in this study include: 1. What are the experiences of two special education pre-k teachers who deal with students with behavior disorders? 2. In what ways do special education pre-k teachers make decisions about appropriate intervention strategies?  

“Dealing with behavior is an all day thing”

This direct quote from the participant (line 125) strongly signifies what type of experiences she has in her special education pre-k classroom due to the behavior disorders of students in the classroom.   Throughout the interview, the participant expressed that addressing behavior problems is a major issue in her classroom (lines19-20, 314, 319-321).  This is also evident in the fact that the majority of the codes found throughout the interview are associated with behavior issues.  In addition, the participant indicated that since all of the students with disabilities in the classroom have some type of behavior disorder, there is a lot of inappropriate behavior displayed in the classroom due to the students’ behavior disorders.  As listed under the category “Types of Behavior Disorders of Students in the Classroom” the three types of behavior disorders that the students in the classroom have include Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism and Downs Syndrome – with Mental Retardation (lines 58-62).  The participant expressed that each of these three types of behavior disorders is related to specific types of inappropriate behaviors.  However, there are also some inappropriate behaviors that are shared by all three types.  As indicated by the participant, these inappropriate behaviors are frequently displayed by the students in the classroom and are often very disruptive, which causes her to spend significant amounts of time each day addressing behavior issues.  For example, in lines 95-102 the participant describes some of the inappropriate behaviors that are shared by students with all three types of behavior disorders, and explains why so much time of her day is spent on behavior issues:

“Oh sure, there are some inappropriate behaviors that are um characteristic of all three of the behavior disorders that um the students have.  Uh, because of this, there are most definitely um several uh problem behaviors that they um all share.  Uh for example, um all of the uh children have short attention spans and uh are inattentive often during lessons and um even during other activities.  We um have to spend uh a lot of time redirecting them.  (Giggle) Uh as a matter of fact, um we have to do this almost all day long because uh they are um easily distracted and uh have trouble concentrating.”

As listed under sub-category “Attention-Seeking Behavior”, codes such as “Throwing fits”, “ Throwing objects across the room”, “Running into walls”, and “Falling out on the floor” indicate inappropriate behaviors that are potentially harmful to the students and others.  Therefore, these are serious behaviors that the classroom teacher must effectively address.   In lines 119-125 the participant describes how these types of attention-seeking behaviors are so frequent and disruptive in the classroom, that a large part of the day is spent addressing these type of behavior issues:

“…a couple of the students um throw fits all day long. Um for uh example, they scream and cry um continuously.  They um swing their arms, stump and uh kick their feet, and um also kick and uh throw objects around the room.  Uh sometimes they can um even hurt themselves by uh running into walls, uh falling out on the floor, and um slamming objects together.  (Giggle) now all of this is uh only a portion of the types of behavior that they do.  So, um as you can see, uh in our class, dealing um with behavior is um an all day thing.”
Since codes associated with the sub-category “Attention Seeking Behavior” are found under the category “Inappropriate Behaviors Associated with All Three Behavior Disorders” (lines 119-123), this indicates that all of the students with disabilities in the classroom can often display this typed of behavior.  Therefore, it is easy to see how the participant can spend a lot of time each day addressing behavior issues.

“You Feel Like You Are in the Mist of a Storm”

This is another theme that effectively describes experiences that the participant has in her special education pre-k classroom as a result of the students’ behavior disorders.  For example, “Overactiveness” is another sub-category found under the category “Inappropriate Behaviors Associated with All Three Behavior Disorders”.  Again, since all three types of behavior disorders (ADHD, Autism, & Downs Syndrome – with Mental Retardation) are associated with this type of inappropriate behavior, this indicates that all of the students with disabilities in the classroom can be overactive at times.  Codes found under “Overactiveness” such as “Always moving around”, “Not being able to sit still”, “Fidgety in their seat”, and “Very noisy and active during playtime” all indicate that the classroom can get very noisy and active at time. In lines 148-154 the participant describes such a situations and compares it to being “in the mist of a storm”:

“Uh, it is often very noisy and uh active during playtime.  However, um the students are also very uh overactive and noisy often during lessons.  You know, (Giggle) um sometimes um it can get so um noisy, active, and um wild in uh our classroom, with the ah students running around, uh crying and um screaming, ah that it makes you feel like you are uh in the mist of a storm.  Uh, and to be honest, uh sometimes it can be hard to um make your way through and uh out of it.”

Frequently throughout the interview the participant expressed that her classroom is frequently extremely noisy and active due to inappropriate behavior displayed by the students (lines 132-134, 159-165, 191-193, 350-54). This is evident in the number of sub-categories and codes pertaining to inappropriate behaviors that are associated with noise and overactiveness.  Examples include sub-categories such as “Hyperactive”, “Display repetitive Body Motions”, “Impulsive”, “Aggression”, and “Attention-Seeking Behaviors” (lines 70, 78-79, 84, 275).  In addition, the participant expressed that a lot of times the students just will not sit down or be still.  Sometime she even has to chase them down.  In lines 138-144 the participant describes just how wild and hectic her classroom can be at times:

“You know um for example, uh sometimes the children will get up from their seats and take off running around the room.  Uh, then my classroom assistant or I have to stop what we are doing and um redirect them back to their seats.  Sometimes we actually have to chase after them, (Giggle) and at my age, ah it can be really hard to catch them.  Now ah as far as them um not being able to sit still, they are often um very fidgety in their seats and um just won’t be still.” 
“What Works for One, Does Not Work for All”


This quote, which is found on line 237, appropriately describes the procedure that the participant uses when making decision about appropriate intervention strategies. As explained with the code “Differentiation and Individualization”, the intervention strategies used will differ based on the individual students. The participant explained that although this procedure is part of special education policy, she uses it because she has found that not all strategies work the same for all students.  In lines 232-241, the participant describes this procedure and gives an example:

“Let’s see, well um in special education we use um differentiation and individualization in almost everything we do uh with our students.  Uh, therefore, when um choosing intervention strategies to address behavior issues, I um use the same technique.  By this, um I mean that the uh strategies and interventions that uh I use will um differ based on the individual students.  Uh, it’s kind of like they say, uh what works for one, does not work for all.  For uh example, for some of the students, uh rewards work best in order to get them to um act or behave uh appropriately.  Um, however, for uh others, rewards uh have no effect and uh the only thing that um gets them back on track is punishment such as uh time-out.” 

The categories “Proactive Interventions” and “Reactive Interventions” also describe important factors that the participant considers when designing appropriate intervention strategies. In lines 241-244 the participant explains that she also uses differentiation and individualization when designing and choosing intervention strategies:

“Now um, another thing that I uh always try to do when designing and choosing intervention strategies is to use a mixture of proactive and uh reactive strategies.  The types of proactive or reactive strategy that I choose are also based on the individual student.” 

In lines 247-252, the participant explains that proactive interventions strategies are implemented in order to prevent inappropriate behaviors from happening.  They are done before any behavior problems occur in hope that they will not occur.  However, reactive interventions are implemented after inappropriate behaviors have occurred. Examples of proactive interventions include: teaching students classroom rules, policies and procedures; letting students know what type of behavior is expected; teacher, students and parents model appropriate behavior; and practicing appropriate behavior on a daily basis (lines 256-261).  In addition, examples of reactive interventions include: rewards, punishment, redirecting and extinction – ignoring the behavior (lines 264-265).

Summary

As found through the interview, due to the students’ behavior disorders, the majority of the experiences that the participant has in her special education pre-k classroom have to do with handling behavior issues.   Because the behavior disorders are associated with inappropriate behaviors that are very extreme, it is often very noisy and overly active in the classroom.  In order to address inappropriate behaviors related to the behavior disorders, the participant uses a variety of intervention strategies.  Particularly, she uses a mixture of different types of proactive and reactive interventions that are based on the behavior disorders of the individual students. 

