Research Design Methodology Section – Quantitative Studies
Research purpose and questions (as described in class and corresponding rubric)

Participants 
· Describe the population of interest

· Identify how the sample for your study will be drawn from the population

· State the sample size and your rationale for the indicated size

· State the characteristics of your samle (e.g. age, gender, ethnicity, etc.)

Instruments (Instrumentation, materials)

· Identify any instruments or materials that will be used in your study (e.g. survey, questionnaires, test(s), etc.)
· Explain why the instrument(s) was/were selected at the most appropriate choice for your study
· Report reliability or validity of instruments or identify the steps that will be used to obtain reliability and validity of newly created instruments (e.g. pilot study)
· Specific details of instruments and materials (e.g. questions, information on how to obtain, etc.) are typically found in the index of the study
Procedure

· Describe the way in which the study will be conducted so that the relationships between variables can be investigated and so that the study can be replicated

· This if the most detailed section of your study – provide enough information about your study so that replication is possible

· Think about the steps involved in your study (from start to finish) as a guide when writing this sub-section – avoid superficial details, but do not omit pertinent ones

Data Analysis

· Identify the type of design to be used (e.g. survey, experimental, quasi-experimental)
· Very briefly state what you will measure and how you will measure it (i.e. what statistical technique will you use and why?)
· Specify how the data will be presented by identifying what kind of tables, figures, or charts will be used to organize and summarize each set of data
Limitations

· Only identify major problem areas of your study – DO NOT get nitpicky
· Cite the limitations that can be identified at this time (e.g. scope of the study, the design and/or the methodology), and identify strategies that will or can be used to reduce them.
