Educational Research Scenarios

Suppose you want to study disenfranchisement of millions of African American people during and before the civil rights movement. Suppose you want to know how people suffered, what they had to endure, how did they empower themselves, and how were they able to organize personal and public resistance forces. How would you approach such a research study? How would you ensure that your study is scientific?

Suppose you are interested in studying educational policies. You have a feeling that there are certain levels of systematic discrimination in the current educational system that affect curriculum and instructional design, the quality of education, and the ways students perceive history, social sciences, culture, from mainstream dominant perspective. Suppose you want to study how curriculum and instruction are designed and delivered in education and the subsequent experiences of the students in order to highlight status quo in education to mobilize policy changes that are more reflective and egalitarian. How would you approach such a research study? How would you ensure that your study is scientific?

You have been studying the holocaust and its effects on people. You realize that in your readings you only get a general idea of how people were affected but there is a lot of silence around how women, in particular, were affected. You have an elderly neighbor who tells you that many women’s stories are untold and erased. But they were raped, murdered, tortured, and at times even sold to slavery. You know that these stories of marginalization, trauma, and injustice need to be told and need to be given their long overdue historical significance. It is the nature of the stories and an in-depth look at women and their experiences in which you are interested. How would you approach such a research study? How would you ensure that your study is scientific?
As an educator, you are concerned about the No Child Left Behind policy and what it is doing to your school’s administrators and the teachers. You see that the administrators and stressed and the teachers are mostly teaching to the test to get the school’s scores up. You also see that a lot of new teachers are quitting after one year creating more stress and pressure on other teachers and administrators. You want to look at how teachers are coping with the No Child Left Behind policy in their everyday lives and what administrators could do to support the teachers. How would you approach such a research study? How would you ensure that your study is scientific?

You are a teacher. You want to employ several interactive techniques in the classroom and see how your students learn. You want to go beyond evaluating students’ learning based on test scores. You want to be able to assess what students are taking away from each of the techniques, how those techniques work with different subject matters, and the ways students respond to higher level learning tasks based on the competencies you have designed for the class. How would you approach such a research study? How would you ensure that your study is scientific?
